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the two groups to block such a procedure. Normally there is no
bridal gift when a woman marries for a second or third time.
The emotional life even in stable marriages is typically rather
labile, at least into late middle life when, as such persons will often
say, "My wife and I are so used to each other now that we never
fight any more." In early and middle adulthood intermittent quar-
rels and temporary separations are frequent. Reconciliation is ef-
fected in most cases by relatives of one or both partners and some-
times, as a last resort, by the headman.
The following account of a successful attempt to reconcile a hus-
band and wife, which occurred near Crownpoint in 1933, illustrates
not only Navaho attitudes and practice with regard to marriage but
also their attitudes toward sex and leadership in operation. The
husband, his father, mother, brother, and sister, and. the wife, with
her father, maternal uncle, maternal grandfather, and sister were
present. There were also three older men not immediately related
to either family, one of whom acted as an informal "chairman."
Tension was marked; everyone perspired heavily and opened his
mouth to get started as if his throat were too tight to speak through
the teeth in the normal Navaho way.
The chairman began by asking questions of the boy. "How long
have you been married?" "Four years." "Where did you meet?"
"At a 'squaw dance/" "Where did you go?" "To my mother's
hogan." His parents interposed, saying that he had been with them
and not with the girl. The girl stood unmoving, with her eyes feed
on the boy. At times she looked as if she were about to cry; at others
she hid a smile behind her blanket. The boy maintained that they
had never had sex relations on this first occasion.
Then the girl was asked to stand before the old men. She said
that she and her husband had never had intercourse before the mar-
riage ceremony. One of the old men got angry at this point and
said that he knew the girl at this period, that he had told her several
times to stop her doings with men. She stayed silent during and
after this outburst.
The chairman asked the pair if they mutually enjoyed their sexual
relations at present. Both said that they did, that the trouble came
from the fact that they had no property of their own and that the
family of each interfered too much.
After extended recriminations by members of both families, the